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Discuss or free write a response to each prompt.

1.What are some reasons why expressing who you are can

be challenging or even impossible?

As you read, answer each question on a sheet of paper.

1.Describe Amá and Apá.

2.What does Edgar’s mother say he does too much?

3.How does Apá demonstrate his masculinity?

4.What is Edgar’s secret?

5.What do Edgar’s parents fight about?

6.What does Edgar mean by “pieces from different puzzles”?

7.Describe Edgar’s first date.

8.Why doesn’t Edgar want to attend Tyler’s party?

9.What is Edgar’s poem about?

10.Describe Edgar’s conversation with his parents.

1.  Gender Roles: Locate passages in the novel about

conflict between Amá and Apá. What do these conflicts

suggest about masculinity?

Read Edgar’s poem “Fireflies” on page 181, and write your

own poem about a time your thinking changed. Your topic

can be personal, serious, or fun! Start by brainstorming

ideas and phrases before you begin writing your poem.

3.  Dreams: Edgar knows that his parents’ dreams for his

future conflict with his own. How are their dreams

different? Do you think someone can—or should—set

aside their own dreams to meet others’ expectations?

2.  Foils: Works of literature often have important minor

characters that reveal something about a main character.

Choose a foil (Tyler, Alison, or Daniela) and write a

paragraph comparing them to Edgar. What does the

comparison help you understand about Edgar?

3.How can a child be affected by their parents’ relationship?

2.What does it mean to be “macho”, or demonstrate

masculinity?

Write an additional verse chapter from the perspective of

Alex, Amá, or Daniela.

A commonplace book—sort of like a creativity diary—is a

place to compile your favorite quotes, lyrics, doodles,

observations, photos, and more. Find a notebook or

journal and use it as a resource for creating your own

written or visual art!
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