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PRE-READING QUESTIONS

Discuss or free write a response to each prompt.

1. Based on the title, what do you think this story will be about?

Do you expect it to be hopeful, realistic, or both? Why?

2. What do you know about quinceareras? What do they
represent?

3. What does it mean to be accepted for who you are? What
helps people feel seen and valued?

READING QUESTIONS

As you read, answer each question on a sheet of paper.

1.Describe Yuriel’s life in the vecindad. What details show his
reality?

2.Why is Azul’s quinceafera so important to her?

3.How does Yuriel show he cares about Azul?

4.What problems do Yuriel and Azul face at home?

5.How does Azul’s father treat her? How does it affect her?

6.What role does Yuriel's mother play in his life? Does she
support him? Why or why not?

7.Why is money such an important issue for Yuriel’s family?

8.How does Yuriel respond to unfair situations? Do you think
he reacts the right way?

9.What do the “thorns” represent in Yuriel’s conversation with

his dad?

10.How does Tomas change Yuriel’s view of fairy tales?

WRITING PROMPTS

1.Being Yourself: Azul wants to celebrate who she truly is.
Write about a time when being yourself felt difficult or
important.

2.Courage: Yuriel stands up for Azul even when he is
afraid. What does courage look like in everyday life?

3.Dreams vs. Reality: Yuriel wants to become a designer.
Why do some dreams feel impossible? Do you think
dreams can still come true during difficult times?

ACTIVITIES
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* Create a mood board, playlist, or AN
¥
collage inspired by Azul’s quinceafiera.

Sketch the Look

Yuriel expresses himself through art, including the dress
that inspires Azul’s quinceanera.

* Draw or describe an outfit for a special celebration.
What details would you include, and why?

Fairy Tale Remix
e Write a short scene or poem where Azul’'s dream
comes true in a different way. What changes? What
stays the same?
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