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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

This guide is a tool to assist readers with reading comprehension. Pre-reading questions allow students to connect their
current knowledge and experiences to the major themes of the novel. Reading questions and a character map help readers,
especially as they read independently, to follow plot, conflict, and character development. Post-reading questions can be the
basis of whole class or small group discussions, and are appropriate prompts for written responses or essays.

Activities allow students to connect with the work of literature in several ways, including:

¢ through multiple learning modalities,
¢ within SEL competency areas,
o through expository writing,

¢ using technology, and more.

ABOUT THE BOOK

Kiki is a teen artist living with her Greek-American family in Queens. After a man with mental illness is killed by police,
protests fill the streets. Kiki's into art, not activism, and would rather observe from the sidelines than participate, but she
reluctantly joins her friends on a march. She is shocked when a protester lifts up a photograph of her brother, Stavros,
and one word—#Murderer. Stavros, a police rookie, says he was just defending himself. But Kiki's friends, and thousands
of protesters, news reporters, and politicians, say he should be in jail. Kiki must decide who to believe, and what to do
about it. Even artists can’t stand on the sidelines forever.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Ann Malaspina is an award-winning author of books for young people.
She often writes about social justice and civil rights. Ann has an MFA
in writing for children and young adults from Vermont College of Fine
Arts. The daughter of a Greek immigrant, she lived in Queens for 10
years while raising her two sons. When not writing, Ann likes to listen
to spoken word poetry, visit art museums, and travel. Check out her
website at www.annmalaspina.com.




CHARACTER ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

Complete the chart below with information about each character.
Make a note of the page number where the character first appears.

Kiki Rami Babas Theios Tony

Sonya Stavros Mama Green Eyes

Lucy




PRE-READING QUESTIONS

Discuss or free write a response to each prompt.

1.

What do you notice about the cover of this novel?

What do you think the story will be about?

What is the definition of social justice?

What is a peaceful protest, and why is it important?

Where is the line that is drawn between peaceful protest and violent protest?

Why is it important to be educated about mental health and people who live with mental health issues?
What is the definition of empathy?

What is the importance of seeking the truth?

Have you ever read a novel written in verse?

MAJOR THEMES AND MOTIES

Themes are the central ideas of a story and the ways its main message is developed.
As you read, look for references to these themes:

Perspective

Loyalty

Seeking the Truth
Social Justice/Activism
Protesting

Mental Health
Empathy

Effects of Impulsivity

Widespread Consequences

Courage




READING QUESTIONS

As you read, answer each question on a separate sheet of paper.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What are the names of Kiki's two best friends?

How does Kiki learn about her brother’s conflict?
What does Mama do for a living?

What does Kiki's father do for a living?

What is Kiki's family heritage?

What is Kiki's preferred medium to work with in art?

List the names of the people who live with Kiki,
along with who they are in relation to Kiki.

What does the TV news say about Stavros?

Who is Theios Tony?

. What does Theios Tony say to defend Stavros?

. What is the name of the man that Stavros

has killed, and where did he live?

. How does Sonya feel about Stavros’s actions?

What does she try to persuade Kiki to do?

. Who is the lawyer for Stavros, and how

is she characterized?

. What does Stavros love? How can you tell?

. What are the names that Kiki calls the six people

who are taking Basic Drawing class?

. What is Kiki’s last name and what does it mean?

What does Rami give Kiki to read? Why does Rami
own this book?

What is Green Eyes'’s real name?

In Kiki's middle-of-the-night phone conversation with

Stavros, who does Stavros expect to fix his problem?
What is Green Eyes's favorite subject to draw?

In “Losing It” (page 49), what do we learn about
Stavros's character?

. What is Mama’s bakery called, and what are

some things that she makes there?

. Why do Yiayiad's hands tremble?

. Who is Lucy?

. What was Ray’s mental diagnosis?

. What did Ray raise up at the police officers?

. What does Green Eyes draw for the best and

the worst thing that has happened to him and why?

. What are some of the steps of Crisis

Intervention training?

. What does Rami shout about at the swings?
. What does Kiki discover about Georgia O'Keeffe?
. What does the photograph of Ray Brennan show?

. What does the reader learn about John,

Stavros’s supervising officer?

. How is Kiki inspired by Diego Rivera’s Mexico

Today and Tomorrow?

. What mutual love connects Stavros and Ray Brennan?
. What is the verdict for Stavros?
. Where is the wall that Kiki picks for her mural?

. What is depicted in Kiki's mural, and what is written?




POST READING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How was Kiki “in the middle”? Describe the opposing forces set upon her throughout the novel.

What does the verse “Superhero,” about Stavros teaching Kiki how to ride a bike (pages 16-17),
show you about Stavros’s character?

How did Kiki show courage, honesty, and activism? If you were Kiki, would you have acted differently?
Explain why and how.

All actions have a consequence of some sort. Good actions can have good consequences, neutral actions can
have neutral consequences, and negative actions can have negative consequences. Make a list of consequences
that stemmed from Stavros’s action of killing an innocent man.

Lions are a symbol of courage. Where do lions appear in this story, and what do they signify in regards
to the story line?

How does Kiki compare herself to colors?

ACTIVITIES

Sketch three drawings that might be in Kiki's sketchbook. These drawings can include any characters
from the novel, their hands, the mural, or the apple from drawing class. Write an explanation of each
drawing in 2-3 sentences.

Be an activist! Make a poster about something that is important to you. It could be about changing laws,
environmental change, or encouraging any virtues you'd like to see more of in the world. Write a witty slogan
and include a bright, eye-catching illustration. Ask permission to hang your work up in your classroom.

Make a “thinking of you” card to M A
brighten someone’s day when
they are struggling with poor
mental health. The card can say:
“It's okay to not be okay today” or
“| care about you, friend.” Have

a few cards on hand for when
someone needs a healing word.

Design a mural for your town
depicting a change that you'd like
to see in the world.

Mind Map: Fill in a map of Kiki’s
mind. Write and draw images

to represent the thoughts and
feelings Kiki has during the novel.




WRITING PROMPTS

1. Explain the extended metaphor: A metaphor is a symbolic comparison of two things. An extended metaphor
is a comparison of two things that can last the entirety of the novel. How is Kiki's art an extended metaphor for her
growth as a person? Use examples from the text to prove that Kiki's art is similar to her character growth.

2. Analyze a quote: Copy one of the quotes below and write a paragraph about the importance of the quote
in regards to the story.

e page 37: “The other students take out paints, colored pencils, and pastels. The old bald guy leans over.
Your apple is red. Don't you see it?1 grip my black charcoal tighter.”

e page 54: "Theios Tony says there’s no in-between: | stick by my brother—or | betray the Pantazis
family. I'm jealous of his certainty. Of Mama'’s confidence. Of Babas's loyalty. I'm even jealous of Sonya
and Rami’s outrage. Why is everyone so sure, except for me?”

e page 49: “Stavros may be a good guy who gets along with mostly everyone. But he's not always GOOD.
Like the time he KICKED A HOLE in the kitchen wall because Babas wouldn’t hand over the car keys.”

e page 87: Do a little soul-searching. See yourself. | see... dark wavy hair like Mama’s. | see...
a bump on my nose like Babas's. | see... a narrow chin like Yiayid's. | see... a broad forehead like
Stavros's. | see everyone but myself.”

e page 144: ‘But Mami is not fine. We're not safe in our own house! A mural is no match for a rock.
Oris it? | wonder what Diego Rivera would say.”

3. Track a metif: A motif is a series of repetitions in a work of literature, such as an image, word, or symbol, that
creates a mood or feeling. Kiki in the Middle uses several motifs, including black and white/color, drawing of hands,
and tension between friends and family. Track one of these motifs or another one you may have noticed. Write 5-10
sentences about how the motif functions in the novel.

4. If you were the author: If you were the author, what future events or discoveries would you have Kiki
or her friends pursue?
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